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U.S. News & World Report Article; There is scheduled to be an
articTe on Jonn H. Subhnd 14 U.s. uews & World Report the week of
February 27 through March 5 tEETva‘mEnﬂEﬂﬁ%’Dl acore on the
Mega Tast and include seven sample problems from the teat as well
a8 my address (above) where coplea of the test may be obtained.

Hew York Magazine article; An article about Marilyn vos Savant
and her husband oert Jarvik appeared in New York magazine in ita
issue dated Pebruary 6, 1989. The price ol the lasue was $1.95. I
don't kaow if you can order back issuea, but 1if you waut to try, the
address is Joseph Qliver, New York Magazine, Suopacription Department,
Box 54661, Boulder, COQ B0322-4661, or you can try the publisner; News
America Publishing Inc., 755 Secoud Avenue, Naw York, NY 10017-5998.
LI you cannot obtain the issue from ejither of these sources or from
a library, I will send you a photocopy upou request. please send ae
¥5.00 to cover coats of photocopying and postage. It ia a fairly
long article. Marilyn said that she fouund the tone of the interview
turaing somewnat nezative midway through auwd that she would never
give auother interview, but i an told tuat sne and her husband did
appear on &8 worning network televisiou snow Lor Valentine's Day, so
I guess her sweariu, 0II oI interviews lasted ouly & week or 80, Uu-
less the futerview was pre-recorded.

MoTrt Downey Jr, felevisiou Show: HRick Aosner, who tied Jununu
on my moga Jest, as reported 1n tue JaDUATY 1986 issue of yani, and
Kevin Langdon, wno 43 tae author of several hign-celling infelligence
testa and founder of several high-Iy societies, taped an appearauca
ou the Mort Downey Jr. television show, which ia syndicated nation-
wide, on the pros and cons of intelligence teating. I was fnvited
to be on the show but declined becamse it tends to present issues
emotionally rather than rationally 2nd pecsuse I am fairly shy even
in optimum circumstances (except when writing letters).

Super 2easta; [ am interested in editing a book titled Super
vests tnat would consist of challenging intellectual tests desixned
by meabers of the various high-1Q societies, including this one.

I you have any puzzle collections you would like me ito consider for
inclusion in suca a Dook, please send me a copy. Aalso indicate
unefaer the answers to your prouleas would appear in the book or
whather you would prefer to acore the test for a fee. It may not

be easy to locate a publisner for suca a book, particularly if gnall
the tests will be scored for an additional fee, but L will try.

Last Month:'s word z: All of the words mentioned in last
month's issue Ol Woesig-— lon, apaghetti Weatern, bunky-dory,
jeepers creapers, aud Deaver (meaning the female pudenda)--do appear
in Webster-a Ninth New Collegiate¢ Dictionary. Richard may sent a
rather cunilng coauent, Boplog weaoers are “cunning Ling-
uists+ and do not find my reference to the word beever "in bad taste.™

Fublication of “Noesia¥:; Richard may and x£rie srlandson Bave
each tentallvely oiiered to.edit Joeais after I have put out the
36th issue, I'a pot sure that eifder of thea would be willin, or
able to put out a monthly issue. Perhaps if they alternated aonth
by month it would not be too much of a strain for eaca ol thea to
put out 6 lssues per year, glving you 12 issues per year in all.
¢nris Cole wrote to say: %I am upset about the prospects ol Noesis
becoaing quarterly. I would like to extend a cnallenge to all dAnG
members to put together six pages on one subject to be publisned in
Hoesis. €. M. Langan and Sric Hart have both complained in the past
about lack of space. Lét them put their ‘money' where their mouth
is." Actually, Noesis could probably use.articles of up to geven
pages, with one page Teft aver for editorial notes.
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ASSOCIATIONS, 23rd Edition - 1989

#8812« GENIUSES OF DISTINCTION SOCIETY {Gitted) (GODS}

PO Box 101 Phone {313)862-6125
Bloombweld Hills, M1 48303 R. Anton Montalban- Anderssen, Sec
Founded: 1985. Members: 21. Stat: 1. Persons classified as genwses
whose 1Qs fall in the 99 999th percentie {one n 100,000) and have dis-
tingurshed themselves n al leasi one held. Seeks to wenlify genwses and
provede felowship. Maintans halt of fame lor those who have proven disting-
five in 3 specialized leld Publications: (1) Jouwrnal of Mercury, penodic, (2)
Dwectory {phone book), penodic_ Atfiliated With: Mega Socety.

#8813% INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR PHILOSOPHICAL ENQUIRY

(Gitted) (ISPE)
¢ /o Robert D. Russell
304 Lexington Bivd. Phone: (317)843-0706
Carmel, IN 46032 Robert D. Russell, Pres

Founded: 1974. Members: 447. Budget: Less than 325,000 Regional
Groups: 1. Persons representing 21 counines ranked m the top one-1enth of
one percentse of inteliecl, as determined by standardized adult ntelligence
and inguistic ability tests. Helps members ennich ther range of education and
expenence n an environmen! of miellectual research, accomphshment, and
high actwevermnent. Members progress through vanous levels within the orga-
nizahion based on achievements and al higher leveis, on onginal contribotions
10 socwely. Conducis specialzed educalion and research programs; creales ad
hot commuttees 1o examing special phdosophical andg ethical issues Presents
awards mciuding accrediation for titles achieved and workdwide pubhcity for
recipents Maintas small kbrary and biographical archives Beslows awards
Computerized Services: Malng ist.  Telecommunications Services:
Easylnk, 62805505 Committees: Design of Awards and Cerlificates,
Mentor  Inshitute. Publications: (1) Tebcom (Journal ot Proceedings),
10/year; {2) Membership Roster, semiannual. (3} History of the 1SPE
(updated penodically), also pubirshes Statemen! of Policy and brochures
Formerly. {1975) Thousand Convention/Meeling: monthly - always
Annandale, VA.

«8814n INTERTEL (Gitied)

P.O Box 150580 Phone (303)797-7210
Lakewood, COBD215 Jacquehne Matthews, Exec Dir
Founded: 1966 Members: 2000 Budget: $52,000. Regional Groups: 12.
Indviduals who have proven to have an intefligence quoben! at or above the
991h percentile on an accepted lest {(INTERTEL « an acronym for Interna-
tiona' Legion of Inteligence.) Encourages a meaningtul and lasting intellec tual
fellowshp, foslers an exchange of wdeas on any and all subjects, assisis i fe-
search relating 10 hgh inteligence Beslows annua' Hollingworth Award 1o
project furtherng the cause of giiled chidren. Commitiees: Interte! Ac-
ceplance Publications: (1) Integra {journal), monihly, {2) Membership List,
annua' Convention/Meeting: annua! - always second weekend in July 1989
July 14-16, Indianapolis, IN, 1990 July 13-15, Tulsa, OK.

*8B15«  MEGA SOCIETY (Gitted) (MS)

13155 Wimberly Sq , #284 Phone (619)679-0273
SanDwego, CA 92128 Jett Ward, Exec Offwcer
Founded: 1982 Members: 30 Budget: Less than $25 000 Individuais who
have proven by lest 1o have an sieligence quolwen! hgher than thal ol
99 9999% of the general popuialion Works 16 provige a Torum lor individuals
ol extremely high anlellectua ability, tc ncrease knowledge about these in-
tefhwence levels. Publishes journal of papers submitiec by members on vanous
subpecls Denves i1s name Irom the prefix mega-, meaning  miion
Theoretically, on any grven tect or combnation of tests accentec for adms-
510N purposes by the socwely, only one person i oné Mmdlion car quality lor
membershp Publications: Megararn (membership dreclony inCluged n 1ssues
wreguarly), 6/yea. Supersedes: 50] Socely, 606 Socely Convention/
Meeting: None
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#88164  MENSA (Gilted)

2676 l#4th St Phone (718)934-3700
Brooklyn, NY 112135% Margot Seifeiman, Exec D
Founded: 1960 Members: 53 000 Local Groups: 144. "Persons who have
estabhshed. by a score on 2 slandard mieligence les!, thal ther nteligence 15
Mmgher than thal of 98 percent of the populdhion' speca mteres! groups
(200). Seeks to wenhify and foster humar mielgence and to provsde &
stymulating intelectual and social envronment for ity members Mensa's non-
profit Mensa Education ang Research Foundahion encourages and supports
research m the socidl and psychologdl scences especaly projects thal
concern the miekectually gifted. Promotes communkalion among members.
Awards scholarships to stugents enrolled n degree-graning programs 3)
accrediled Amernican coleges, based on 3 compelitive essay Sponsors Sacred
Cow Special Inlerest Group, whach provides a forum for  debatng
"undebatable” 1ssves Provides speakers. Publications: (1) Interioc. 10/
year, (2) Mensa Bulletin/ Enternational Journal, 10/ year; (3) Mensa Research
Journal, 3/year; (4) Membershy List, anual, (5] Regrster, benvval; aiso of-
fers biblographes, chddren’s pen pal exchange, and 1apes; special nerest
groups {S1Gs) publish newsletiers Also Known As: Amercan MENSA Con
vention/Meeling: annual - 1989 June 28-July 4, Atianta, GA

#8817« PROMETHEUS SOCIETY (Gifted) (PS)

P.O. Box 570873 Phone: (713)977-5010
Houston, TX 77257 Patrick Hill Editor & Act Pres.
Founded: 1983 Members: 120 Budget: Less than $25 000. Persons ea-
ceedng the 99.997th percentile of general inteligence. Conducts research;
provides for the exchange ol ideas and opwwons. Membership aids the socety
o wentityng the norms for hegh ability ntelgence tests. Publications: Gilt of
Fre, B-10/year. Formed By Merger Of: Tiian Society and Xenophon Society.

«8818+ SINISTRAL SI1G {Gifted) (SS)

200 Emmet1 Ave. Phone: (203)735-1759
Derby, CT (06418 Shariene McEvoy, Coordinalor
Founded: 1977 Members: 100 Budget: Less than $25,000. Left-handed
people whose [Qs are o the 1op two percent of the population and who are
ehgible to be members of Mensa {see separate entry). Purpose & 10 acl a5 2
channe! for miormation about the relationship between lef1-handedness and
wielligence and bran funclon. Conducts surveys and experiments concernng
lef1-handedness and its relatwnshp to inlelgence. Publications: Simisiralian,
bimonthly. Convention/Meeting: None.

*8819% TITAN SOCIETY (Gifted) (T5)

P O Box 7430

New York, NY 10116 Ronald K. Hoefun, Founder & Editor
Founded: 1986 Members: 16 Individuals whe score 42 or higher on the
4B-pon! Mega Test, a setl-aommistered intelligence tesi for aoulls Provides
members with the opportunity to contact others who have a swnilar level of
miethgence. Ptans 10 hold meetings. Publications: Noesis (journal), monthly
Formerly: {1987) Noetic Society.

#8820+ TRIPLE NINE SOCIETY (Gifted) (999)

PO Box 1111 Phone: (812)867-6713
Madisonvdie, KY 42431 Barry Kington, Membershyp Otlicer
Founded: 1978 Members: 600 Budgel: Less than $25,000. Regional
Groups: 7. Individuals who can produce certihed evidence of a score m the
99 9th percentde on specil standardized wnteligence tests. Promotes free
exchange ol deas among persons of proven hgh intelhgence Fosters de-
velopment of an ntebec lual commumty based on inguiry mio broad rather than
nariow hields o knowledge Compiles stalstics. offers placement services.
Computerized Services: Data base of members Commitiees: Gifted Chi-
oren, Psychometrics Publications: (1) Vidya (Sanskrit word meaming knowi-
eage). monihly, (2) Directory, annual Convention/Meeting: annual - 1988
Oc1ober, Denver, CO
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FHE NEAW YORK TIMES TUESDAY, FERRUARY 21, 1V8Y

Mathematicians Link
Knot Theory to Physics

By GINA KOLATA

ATHEMATICIANS  and

phiysicists have discov-

ered that a major ool in

kot theory, a branch of
mathemancs, apphies as well Lo ele-
menary particle physics.

The researchers say that the con-
nechiun was unexpected because par-
ucle physics seemed far removed
from kaot theory, a branch of topul-
ogy. the siudy of the properties of
space and shapes.

They said the discovery might help
knot theonsts generalize therr fuud-
mgs to strange mathemancal spaces
other than ordinary  three-dimen-
swnal space and might lead 1o new -
sightsin elementary particle physics,

An‘Exciting’ Advance

The newly discovered hnk with
knot theory “is easily one of 1he most
exciung tangs I've had the privilege
of working on,"” said Edward Witlea,
a particle physicist at the Instilute
fur Advanced Studies at Princelon

Mathematicians say thil two knots
are Lthe same f one can be converted
into  anvther withoul cutiing the
strmg For a hundred years, mathe-
malicians have been making vasi
tables of knots. Uniil) molecular biolo-
gists discovered that knot theory
could help 1them undersiand how
DNA, the genetic material, 15 (twisted
and knotied inside cells, knol theory
had no practical applications.

But no one was satisfied wilh the
knot tables. What mathematicians
really wanled was a formula that
wuuld descripe the knots, or compare
them to see if they could be (rans-
formed into each other withgul cut-
1ing the siring.

A few years ago, almast by acci-
dent, Vaughn Junes, a Kot fheorist
and topologist at the Umiversity ol
California at Berkeley, (ound a puly-
nomual eguation that could be used to
tell knots apart. The form of the

- 4 =

Junes pulynomial 15 the same for all
knots but the values of the equation
differ with different knots. H twoe
knots are different, their Jones poly-
normials will be different,

Last July, Michacl Altyih, a mathe-
matician at Oxford Umversily in
England, startied mathematicians
and physicists by asscrung that the
mathemalics of the Jones polynomial
is exactly the mathematics of ele-
menlary particle physics.

"I was really Atuyah who visual-
wred what was going an,” B, Watien
sard. He sind Dr, Alnyah suggested
that the Jones pulynomial describes
neractions between subatonne par-
Ledes,  gust ke guanium  gauge
theory, o theory of elementary parti
cle physics.

“HwWas a4 Very provocalive Sugpes-
non,” Dr. Wiatten sawd. 1 thoogh
about 1t fur a long time and 1 reahized
that Ahyah's suggesuon was aclually
correct””

P Junes sivd that the physics con
nections e alse cnbanemg koot
theory Previously, be sind, the Joiwes
polynemial only worked for knots n
ordinary three-dimensional space In
vrder (o caleulade a Jones polynonial
for o knot. mathematcuas first hod
Lo ook al 1ts shadow as 1L 1S prejected
unto a MNat planc. But mathematicians
also study other spaces, with addi-
tional dunensions and with strange
twisls and turns in the spaces them-
selves. Projections were useless for
such spaces,

Bul the language used in quantum
giuge theory s independent of ordi-
nary three-dimensional space and sl-
lows mathematicians (o calculate
Jones polynomials for knots in other
SPaces.

Even better, Dr. Jones sawd, Dr
Witten's Timdings mean that the kno
theory resulis can apply even when
there s no koot at all. The space ilself
cian be 1wisted, Dr. Jones sawd, and
nusthenuadicians can now calculate
Jones pulynomials 1o see if the twists
v two spaces are differem



NEW YORK POST, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1989

THIS TEEN'S
GOT IT
FIGURED

Math whiz has pick

of U.S.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) —
As thousands of American teen-
agers struggle with the complex-
ities of basic algebra, a 17-year-
old English girl ia being wooed
as a lecturer by Harvard.

Ruth J. Lawrence also swould
pursue her mathematical re-
search on such subjects as quan-
tum groups and statistical me-
chanlcs.

The teen-ager from Oxford,
England, is manipulating some
of the most complex concepis in
mathematics.

Her work has taken her to the
outer fringes of theoretical phys-
jics and mathematics, including
such subjects as knot and atring
theory, and the connections be-
tween the world of particle phya-
ics and mathematlics.

She entered Oxford University
8ix years ago and, by age 13, had
her degree.

Today, she is working on her
doctorate and has long since
caught the attention of the
world’'s top mathematiclans.

Lawrence already has taught

colleges

RUTH J. LAWRENCE
FEarned Oxford degree at 13.

students at Oxford on a tutorial
basis.

1f she accepis a position at an
Amerlcan university, it will be
mainly to conduct research. But
she naid she might lead a seml-
nar or deliver an occasional lec-

ture.
In addition to Harvard, Berke-
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ley in Callifornia wants her ser-
vices, and Princeton's Institule
for Advance Study is interested
in bringing her in for a year.

Far from some exclusive Brit-
ish achool, Lawrence's successes
began in her own heme in Ox-
ford, where her father, Harry, a
computer consuitant, gave Ruth
her entire pre-Oxford education.

“1 was always dealing with
adults, 80 when I got to Oxford I
fit into the atmosphere . .. He
didn't use any textbooks. He

“taught me totally himself,” she

said yesterday while visiting
Harvard with her father.

Lawrence got top scores on her
Oxford entrance exam. It was al
that point, her father aaid, “it
was obvious to me that she was a
little better than most.”

Asked if she feels she has
missed out on childhood she an-
swers: “I've had a very enjoyable
childhood. I've had s0 many op-
portunities I wouldn't have had if
I'd gone the crdinary route.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1989

The Usual
Gallows Chatter

Russell Baker

fter the Ayatollah Khomeini of-

fered financial and spiritual in-

centives for the murder of Sal-
man Rushdie, the press fell 10 with a
will.

The first comment 1 read said it
was just politics. It said factions in
Iran were exploiting Mr. Rushdie’'s
novel for internal political advantage.

Was this supposed to comfort Mr.
Rushdie? Since almost everything in
Iran is just politics, including its in-
cessant hangings and shootings, there
seemed little in it to cheer him, or, for
that maltter, little of anything that
was new or interesting.

The next piece | read made no effort
to comfort him either, but took a very
stern tone toward me and everybody
else here in this part of the world for
not being more knowledgeable and
sensilive to the Islamic religion.

This made me rather angry, be-
cause while [ don't know terribly
much about Islam, 1 know a good deal
more about it than about any of the
earth’s other religions except Christi-
anity and Greek and Roman pagan-
1sm.

Anger, of course, made me tempu-
rarily forget Mr. Rushdie, just as the
opportunity to scold his readers had
made the authorof this insulting and
misinformed article forget that the
issue in this case is nol humanity’s
inevitable and enduring ignorance,
but a fellow human under sentence of
death without due process of law.

I then read several more pieces
stating once again and at great length
what | had long known; to wit, that
the Isiamic faith is much given to
gentleness and kindness and has
made many vital contributions to
civilization.

Some of these pieces mentioned
Mr. Rushdie disapprovingly, rather
as a high-bred Christian evangelist of
the 1920's might have injected his ser-
mon with testy asides about the hea-
then H. L. Mencken.

It seemed curiouser and curiouser
as the days passed that no one in all
journalism wanted to come (o grips
with the agonizing plight of Mr. Rush-
die.

This eerie capital sentence issued
from Teheran, committing millions of
God's devout worshipers 1o hunt




down and murder a lone human
being, wus surely an extiraordinary
development in  the march of
progress, yet it occasioned almost no
response Lhat was not utterly banal.

Each of the usual suspects used Mr.
Rushdie's predicament as an occa-
sion o round up the usual arguments
for the usual causes.

Scholars of Islamic civilization
seized the chance to lecture on West-
ern ignorance of their specialty. For-
eign-affairs diviners familiar with
Iran delivered the usual explanations
about radicals and moderates strug-
gling for control of the revolution.

Delenders of the First Amendment
deplored the Ayatollah's assault on
publishing freedoms and dencunced
chain bookshop corporations and the
Canadian Government for cowardice
in stopping sales of the Rushdie novel.

This refreshed conservative com-
mentators with new strength for the
eternal struggle against liberals and
leftists, or ‘“the Western literary
herd,” as Patrick Buchanan called
them while declaring that *‘the First
Amendment has succeeded phony
patriotism as the last refuge of the
scoundrel.”

To his credit, Mr. Buchanan at least
acknowledged that Mr. Rushdie was
in a terrible pickle and suggested a
possible remedy: *'Since he is so high
on Danny the Red and so down on
Mrs. Thatcher, maybe Sal will want

to fly down o Nicaragua and seek
sanciuary there.”

By this time | had seen several peo-
ple abuse the Ayatollah on television
by saying that he had condemned Mr.
Rushdie without even reading *‘The
Satanic Verses.” Why do people say
things like this? There has been noth-
ing published to the effect that the
Ayatollah didn't read the book.

And what if he didn't? Do we want
to live in a world where we must actu-
ally read a book before pronouncing
on it? Last year every other Amer-
ican you mel expressed passionate
opinions on Allan Bloom's "“The Clos--
ing of the American Mind,” a book 50
unreadable that it reminded me of
Mark Twain's comment on The Book
of Mormon: “'chloroform in print.”’

The Rushdie story defeats journal-
ism, | suspect, because it approaches
sclence fiction. Mr. Rushdie’s plight
was foretold years ago in a Ray Brad-
bury story about a nightmare future
Iin which manhunts had become live
television entertainment, with vivid
camera work bringing the agony of
the hunted right into the parlor.

1t was — and is — the old-fashioned
public hanging adapted for the global
village of television. Instead of a hun-
dred in the village square, there are
miilions of us now, but while waiting
for the entertainment we still pass
the time with the usual chatter. 0

NEWSDAY, MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 1989

Humanities Push

Falling Short?

Washington (AP) — A national
push to have colleges return to tradi-
tional liberal arts curricula emphasiz-
ing humanities courses has translated
into little success in the past five

years, according to a study released

yesterday.

The study, sponsored by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Human-
ities, found that students are only
slightly more likely to have to take
courses in humanities to graduate —
and it is possible to bypass many 8ig-
nificant fields of knowledge en route
to a degree.
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General requirements in the hu
manities area rose an average of Lb
hours from 1983-84 to 1988-83 — u
6.2 percent increase, according to the
study of course requirements at 496
colleges and universities. By contrast,
the study found, general require
ments in mathematics and science
rose by 11 percent.

“One would have hoped that all the
concern about curriculum reform
would have resulted in more’” human-
ities requirements, endowment chair-
woman Lynne Cheney said. “There’s
been such emphasis and such effort in
the past fiva years to try to restorc
form and substance to undergraduate
requirements.”

The National Endowment for the
Humanities has pushed for more re-
quired humanities curricula since
1984, when William Bennett, then-
secretary of education and now top
drug fighter for the Bush adminis-
tration, published a report charging
that many students were graduating
without rudimentary knowledge of
history, literature, art and philos-
ophy.

New York educators expressed
gome surprise at the findings. Offi-
cials with the State University of
New York system said they believed
the requirements in humanities
fields at SUNY campuses had gune

up substantially more than 1.5
hours.

“I would have thought it would he
more across the country,” said Joscph
Burke, provost for the SUNY system.
“That is certainly my impression of
the situation at SUNY.'

_ Burke also suggested that il the Nu-
tional Endowment for the Human-
ities looked further to see how many
students were signing up now for hu-
manities courses as electives, it would
see a different picture.

“I think there is growing interest
on the part of students in the human-
ities,” Burke said. *‘1 think sometimes
we get very hung up on requirements
as opposed to what students are actu-
ally taking.” Jerry Schubel, provost of
the SUNY campus at Stony Brook,
said his college added new require-
ments in the humanities more than
five years ago.

Currently, Cheney said, it is possible
to earn a bachelor's degree from 38
percent of colleges and universities
without taking any course in history;
45 percent without taking a course in
English or American literature; 62
percent without taking a philosophy
course, and 77 percent without study-
ing a foreign language.

Ford Fessenden contributed to

this story.

NEW YORK POST, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1989

50 tax-return pros don't add up

WASHINGTON (AP) — Fifty professional tax-return
preparers came up with 50 different answers when asked
to calculatle the federal taxes of a hypothetical family,
Money magazine reported yesterday.

The professionals’ answers ranged from $12,359 to
$35,813 — an even worse performance than a year ago.

The accountant who designed the test said the correct
tax was $23,393, but the law is so confusing that several
correct answers were possible, Money said.






