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In this issue I inslude (1) Chris Oola's suggestion for sun-line
somsunication among members, (2) s letter from Kevin Langéon (whg, like
ayself, has crested high-esiling intelligence tests for sdults and Ras
founded Righer-1Q socisties) sommenting on issue #8 of lusight, (1) the
resLonse of new senbar Riskurd May o the questionnairs in issus "1,
and (4) ratings of the suggested names for the Sosiety in issus #8.

In a future issus I will inolude (1) all the responses to the
quastionnairs in iesue #8 (sside from the name rankings given in this
issus), (2) an exeerpt from an ariicle that appsarsd in the New York
Times of January 27, 1987 in the "Seience Times" section where my Mega
Test is briefly mentionsd, and (J}) an abstract of my doctoral disserta-
tion,

The Titan Socjety On-Line?

Chris Cole
2240-314 Parx Newport Drive
Newports Besoch. CA 92660

I wish ta repert on my initisl} ressarch into ways of expanding
the Socliety, & probles | have esncountered sad a preposed
solution. The questiomn asked by several prospective members 1d)
Waat do [ get out of joining the Scolety? The ability to
communicats with people of owtetanding intellect fs attractive,
but the msdium of sonthly neweletters or snnual seetings les met.
Thess people typically have mccess on a daily Basis Yo highly
talented coworkers, or on s weekly basis to graduste seajinare,
visiting lectursrs, etoc. While the level of this contact will aet
be up to the iatelleoctual level the Socisty cen offer, thie
¢actor is more than offset by the fraquency of conteoct. 1 alee
feel frustrated im mot being able to cosmumiocate more readily
with Lthe menbere of the BSocisty.

Thie tu ufter all the Ags of Cosmunications, and there are
potentially seversl solutions to thie probles. [ would like to
proposes that we try cns of thes. [ can be contactasd vie several
astworks, two of whiok are available at very low cost snd say be
socessible to encuygh membere to maks & Titan Network possible. Aw
an experisent, 1 would like al) menbers who can to send me
messages with reoturs addresses over either of the followiang
networke:

sz, Gecvaxibplabsifelixiperegrinelchris
TeLex:  g310240T7000 peregrine sys uq '

I will repnary ment sphth on tha respones | recelve To this -
request. By the way, f there are other candidnte networks | have

aot thought of, plesen tell »r shout thes. 1 can he resched st .

tae sbove addessses ar hy phone at (714} a85-3923 (work} or~§§§§§_
T20-1781 {hose}. !
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P.0, Box 795
Berkeley, CA 94701

January 23, 1987
Dear Ron,
Thank you for Imsight #8. I have a few comments.

I don't think much of the suggestions Chris Cole reports for
dealing with cheating; they're not really practical. 8o far I
haven't run into serious problems along theas lines, but I recall
your - diecovery of & probable collaboration betwean two testees
on the Megs Test and I can't say for sure that this hasn't
happened many times and not been detectasd,

Eric Hart's esasay is interesting, though he uses too many
fancy words for my taste.

The aleatoric aspect of multiple-choice tests i» well under-
stood; such tests are generally considered highly suspect 1f thox
contain fawsr than 40 iteas, due to the relative size of axpacte
statistical fluctuations in relatlion to total scores. Reversa-
solubility is a problem only if the test designer 1s lazy and
does not provide plauaible distractors.

I agree that it is legitimate to look for a varlable or
- variables behind the concept of intelligence as it is commonl

understood, just as astronomers may examine a newly-discovere

patch of 1ight before they have sufficient data to aseign it to s
definite class of objecta for which physical modals exiat,

while it im true that many of the correlations between what
ara often referred to as ®home brew® 1.0, tests and the standard,
supervised tests are rather, low, there are other tests of the
latter type which consistently show respectable (by the relative-
1y weak atandards of psychometrice) correlations with the new,
untimed tests, like the LAIT and the Nega Test; exasples include
the GRE and the Tersan Concept Mastary {which is usually given
untimed but is supervised and is generally completed within 75
minutes).

It is interesting to note that all of the members of Titan
whose questionnaires are included in Insight #8 are professional
programmers or aystams analysts., The one thing in the real world
that the ability tc perform well on I.0. teats surely correlates
with is programming ability.

I see that one of the questions you'te asking members of
Titan i8 how much a subscription should cost. I think this ls
not 80 much a matter of opinion as of the coat of production and
mailing. Generally, the budget of a High-I.Q. society can ba
supplemented somewhat by charging, say, half again the cost
involved; a higher lubncr{ptlon fee tends to reduce the potential
rovenue. Anyway, I'm enclesing $5 until this matter is clarified,
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Some of the suggestions on your list of possible names for
the soclety are strongly contraindicated for & number of reasons.
Esemplastic {8 rather cumbersome, Lakh has already been used.
Savant Society has unfortunate personal overtones and has already
been the butt of much ridicule and an embarraesment to Marilyn
Mach vos Eavant. Delphi, Avatar, Prajna, and Samadhi have nys-
tical connotations. Avatar, Pacagon, Paramount, Samadhi Soclety,
Savant Soclety, The Cerebrators, Society of Cerebrators, and, to
some sxtent, Socratic Society, rely on praise words and open the
society to charges of arrogance., Eseaplastic and Athenic are
adjectival forms {(and Alenmbic appears to be, though it is not))
this problea could be avoided by using The [Name) Bociety.

Perhaps the pool of posaible names could be augmented b
vords drawn from science; the present list is strongly nrl.nt.x
toward classical literature. MKy personal favorite of the names
listed is Eidos. But The Titan Society is not bady I don't think.
you nead to be in & hurcry to change it.

The difficulty with the use of 1.0. tests to ld-ntltz those
likaly to make major intellectual contributions to mankind is
that those busy making contributions zarely have the time to take
adult tests, It has already been established that childhood I1.Q.
teate, in their present form, do not predict outetanding intel=~
lactual performance in later lifa,

It's interesting that you're thinking about founding a chain
of high-I.Q. socisties with different cutoff levels. I conaid-
ered deing something aimilar myself, some years ago, but decided
that it would not sit well with the members of the lower-level
Qroups and that it would be better for the socleties to temain
independent of one another, I suspsct that an arrangement like
this would eventually lead to a revolt and secession--and we both
know there's a precedent for that.

Also, using only your own tests will put you at a competi-
tive disadvantage with respect to soclieties with a mors catholic
aduissions policy. Membars of these sccieties don't care what
test another member took; what they want is a group large enough
to be interesting. Look at Megay it's practically dead because
there's no matecrial in the Megarian,

I agres that it would be better to wait for publication of
your next test to start any new societies, It's better to launch
a feaw successful projects than a lot of false stacts.

A sanple of 120 data points im a bit ll;ll for a nocaing
study, but I'll have to make dc with fewer than that for the Four
Sigua Qualifying Tast) less than 60 people have taken it so far.

8incerely,

Kevin Langdon

(Editor's Comment) I will have more to say about the rroposed
"ghain of high-IQ sooieties” in s later issus, 1 prefar to stiok to
ny own tests because I'm fairly sure of their quality. PFew other
tants of good quality sxceed the 99.999 peroentile in oceiling for
udultes. 4Aw» for the Mega Sceiesty, 1t used & lurge nuaber of testas
and is & ohootie mesms largely for that reason,)
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Questionnaire Response

Names Richard May

Addreas: 463 Beuson Street, Boston, Mi 02115

Day phone: {617) 266-0874 (4:15-6:00 p.a. M-F; 11115 &.m.-1100 p.m. Sat.)

Evening phona: (61T} 266-6748 (eap. 10330 p.m.-1s30 a.m. Hastern Time)

Occu aticn: Various, including resl sstate management and consulting
on pussles,

Hobbies or interssts; Heuristies, stymology, logology, psychomstrice,
nutrition, elassical "mysiicisa”, and designing abstraot, stirate-
£i0 board gamses,

ATe you satisfied with the name “gitean Sooiety"? No. Webater's Zhird
states "charactarised by,...immenss brute strength, apd prisjtive
force and appetite rather shan intelligence and morality.*

Alternate neme suggestions Epimetheus (3asiety}: literally “after-
thinker; the brother of Prometheus and husband of Pundors, given
the task by the gods of making man and the animals and distribu-
ting the various fasculties to thenm.

4bla and willing to attend mesting of 2itan 3¢oiety in Southern Calif.
in 1967: Able: maybej willing: yea. -5

Misosllansous remarks:; “Reoruiting® at the "10 °~ level may bDe eX-
tremely diffieult, but the “optimal® siss of the Seclety may be
rather small.

Ratings of Suguested Numes for the 2jtan Sgojety

{Name) (Hart) (ward) (wise) (May) (Qele) (lnada) {2o%al
Noatio *2 +3 3} 5 i V) «17
Sentinel *2 4 «2 0 1 o B8
Dslphi 3 ol 0 -1 -k 0 'S |
Bidos *1 -2 -2 +5 ey ) 0 '
Frajos +*} 2 4 0 -1 -1 5 |
Enguis 1] [ 8 -2 0 4 ] e
Bidolon 4 +1 -2 -1 +l -1 s
Kulon .} 0 -2 o 0 -1 [ ]
Logos +l +5 -2 -5 *1 o 0
Quivira 0 ) -2 - el 3] -3
Alembio +) 0 -2 -5 +1 0 -3
Avatar ' ) 0 -2 -5 +*1 =1 -4
Socratioe *2 -2 L} -1 - -2 -5
Lakh =5 -2 -2 «2 (] +1 -
Titan 4 -4 4] -1 ] rl -7
Athsnic .2 -2 -2 -5 0 0 -1
Parasount o - -3 -1 o =1 -2 -1
Epsilon +3 ) +5 [+] o -2 -7 |
c +2 -5 -2 -1 -2 +l -9
Philomel .l -3 -2 -5 +2 -1 -8
Ksemplustio -3 -2 -2 0 -1 -1 -9
Purugon . 1] -5 -1 o -1 -2 -9
Plun -2 -2 -2 -1 -2 o -9
Suvuant [+ *l [+] -5 -4 -2 «10
Socletas Minervaese +3 -4 -2 =5 -1 =1 =10
Sumudhl -1 [v] 0 -5 -3 -2 =11
The Cerabrators Q =5 -2 0 -4 -2 =13
Society ot Cerebrators -d -5 -2 0 -4 -2 =11
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