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Mempership Renewals: 11 have received just four renewals so far
-=from Marilyn vos Savant, Eric Hart, Dean Inada, and anthony Bruni.
1 have alsg been promised renewals by Chris Cole and Ray Wise, Karl
Wikman jJoined late in 1986 and did not seek to have back issues sent
to him, 8o I am extending his membership to the end of 1987. That
leaves seven members yet to be heard from,

Revimed Admission Standard: Later 4in this iseue (at the bottom
of page 3) Eric Hart mekes the interesting suggestion that the admis-
sion cut-off be raised to, say, 45, and that thoss who scored 42 be
given a second chance to attain that mark. I think it is relevant
%o point out that of the 21 people who have been offered admission
(excluding the two who cheated), six mankged to attain a acore of 46
or better--three of them on a2 first attempt and three of them on a
second or third attempt. Of these six, all but cne have joined our
group. But more intereatingly, of the five that joined our group,
all five are among those who have renewed their meaberships for 1987
or have agreed to renew, By compsrison, of the 15 who were offered
membership {(excluding the two who cheated) but failed to reach 46 on
a first or subsequent try, only nine gctually joined our group, and
of these nine, only one has offered to renew for 1987. It seems to
me, then, that it makes sense to raise our admission standard to 46
rather than to merely 45 snd to allow 2 maximum of, say, three
attempte to attain that standard, Other members would be allowed to
renew if they can attain a score of 46 by their third attempt, count-
ing the atteapts they have already made. (If you have sny questions
about how many attempts you have already used, pleass contact me.)
Those whoe fail to meet the 46 criterion within 3 attempts may con-
tinue with us &s long as they wish as non-member subscribers, and
of course they will have ancther chance to qualify on my next test,

The One-in-a-million Criterion: By putting our admission stan-
dard at & raw score of 46, we can, in effect, claim to have a one-in-
a-million sdmission standard {with second and third attempts being
allowed in order to insure that we do not miss any potential member
who did not exert himself to the fullest the first time or two). I
currently rate the mega level at 46,6, but we can knock off the extra
0.6 points on the grounds that there is a "ceiling-bumping effect,"
i.e,, flaws in the test itself rather than shortcomings in the test-
taker tend to reduce scores slightly the nearer tc the test's ceiling
one gets, There is also the possibility that my norming method is &
bit too stringent at present, but we can ignore this point for now.
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The Name of the Society: The Mega Society is said to be mori-
bund but not dead since my departure a year ago, 80 we cannot adopt
the name of that group., On the other hand, I am not too fond of the
prospect of calling my next test the Noetic Test, in keeping with
the results of the survey on which Y reported in the previous issue
{(issue #11, page 4). I think that "The Titan Test" sounds much more
appealing to the ear, So I will stick with the present name for our
group, for the time being at least.

Questionnaire Responses

- " from Issue #8

Suggested dues:
Chris Cole: $30.00
Eric Hart:; $10-207 (It'd help if I knew what the coste were.)
Dean Inada: Costs plus 20%
Richard May: §15.00
Jeff ward: §$15.00
Ray Wise: $12.00

Editor's Comment: The costs can vary depending on how ambitious
we want %o bs, Since I'm putting out only 4-page issues right now,
I feel that $10.00 dues would be suffiCient, I will supplement the
4 pages with additional material from time to time, and T will go to
8 pages as Boon a8 I get a saddle stapler. So members will definitaly
get their money's worth by year's end, o

Sugpested projects for the mociety:

Chris Cole: I noticed that & lot of people contributed solutions
to problems 33-35 (in Trial Test “A"), If discussions of this type were
expedited via expanded newsletter, meetings, online network there
might be considerable interess,

Eric Hart: 1 notice that Chris Cole's suggestions dovetail with
my own to some extent, There are a number of modern disciplines in
which variocus levels of contribution are possible: less "sporhisticated
members could eubmit suggestions to more “gqualified™ members. It
would be appropriate to address some issue of Societal interest: A.I1.,
epistemology, psychometrics, etc. Cellular automata might exclude com-
puterless members, unlesg others were willing to provide -time on
request. However, CAM's are "hot" and amenable to research by non-
ecademicians, snd--more importantly--heve & gocd deal of bearing on
the future development of computation theory...which, if I don't misa
my guess, will converge ultimately with that of human cognition (en-
compagsing, as it does, neural nets, gnd other "brainlike* models),.
Such & project might be pursued by interested members while others
attempt to design ultradiscriminative problems (all of which are in
theory modelable as automata, though the mechanics of correspondence
are still open to conjscturs) and work towards a meaningful character-
ization of the process. This is in line with the fondness for puszles
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of most members. Then, within this multi-tiered project, topics of
more general interest—-ethical, economic, environmental, scciopolitical
--gould be integrated where appropriate.

Dean Ineda: ---

Richard May: (1) test norming, (2) comzunication among members,
{2) narmonious, longterm, continued existence (of the group) following
initial enthusiasm,

Jeff Ward:; 1 am presently working on a fairly extensive list,
Ray Wise: ---

Editor's comment: I like the idea of having competitions with
groups of top graduate students at varicus prestigious universities
on tough problems {preferably not overly technical) posed by & panel
of interested professors. This could give us useful publicity (if
we acquitted ourselves well), It might perhaps permit us to develop
into a4 “think tank” of sorts if our members show that they can solve
problems that othere cennot, Whether we work on the test problems
as individuals or as a group would be left open, depending on how the
professors who designed the problems would like us to proceed, But
we would need to get the sttention of some professors who would be
willing to cooperate, and that strikes me as a major obstacle, I am
also interested in the idsm of a sperm bank, but I'z told by one of
our members who contributes to the "Nobel Prize" sperm bank in Calif-
ornia that it costs a8 much as §100,000 per year to operate such a
facility, so 1 guess that makes the ides iopractical for the fore-
seeable future for our group.

Suggested methods of expanding the Society:
chris Cole: (1) mass mailing to alumni of various universities,
(2) advertising in various magazines,

Eric Hart: In view of your ideal of exclusivity, is rapid ex-
pansion sppropriate? If so, post notices on the achool and university
bulletin boards of test a ailability and Society particulars {e.g.,
stanford, Princeton, MIT, Caltech, etc.). Solicit nominations from
educators, counselors. Engineer s compstition. Send a mailing to
personnel departments of labs, research facilities, professional
organizations, Write articles to s imulate interest; query likely
journals, Make wmembership attractive by goliciting privileges for
members. Send a letter to high scorers (in the Omni testing) who 4id
not iry again, inviting them to do so. E.g., take your original
voeutoff" of 42 as £ mailing list (some of whose members may have
spent only &s much time as they believed would be regquired for Kegs
membership) end require a significantly higher second score, say, 45
or 80. Some of these people may have felt they got a “raw deal)” and
mgith appreciats the encouragement,

Dean Inada: ---
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Richard May: “"Appropriate” points of distritutionr of the "Mega"
tants,

Jeff Ward: Advertise--in magazines that appeal to the better. .
educated, in IQ society newsletters, etc. Then test with & Mega-type
test using some or all of the safeguards mentioned by Chris Cole,

Ray Wise: Advertise the admission test on college campuses,

Bditor*s comment: Advertising and mailings tend to be quite ex-
pensive, The advantage of getting another test into Omni, as I am
hoping to do, is that the magazine reaches millions of pe people, at vir-
tually no cost to me., But I do not discourage members from trying
to recruit members by other means, (Incidentally, & Ph.D. candidate
at Caltech recently tried my test and scored just 35, se ocur admissjion
requirement of 43 is difficult even by Caltech's rather rarefied
standards.)

¥hat is your opinion of 1ntelligenco testing in general? Can it

crdinary intellectual contrihutions Lo mankind? It es, in ita
(intelligence testing's) present or more e evolved form?

Chris Cole: I don't think the standard IQ tests messurs excep-
tional intelligence well, I think the Mega Test is a step in the
dirsction of messurimg intelligence "that matters.”

Eric Hart: Plausible. Yea, More svolved.
Dean Ineda: Dubious,

Richard May: I think that most intelligence tests are not very
good, and that the Mega Test is a notable exception. High intelli-
gence is necessary but not sufficient for sxtrsordinary intellectual
contributions. Those likely to ¢ontribute are fewer than those (who
are) capable,

Jeff ward: Intelligence teating is certainly measuring something
of importance. I am becoming incressingly convinced of the adbility
of teats requiring a relatively large length of time to complete, such
as the Mega Test, to discriminate in favor of people who are thoughi-
ful, rational problem-solvers, This is in contrast to the quick-
responss type of test (Stanford-Binet, California Test of Mental
Maturity) which seems to produce high scores for a sizable number of
flakes having irrationsl thought and behavior pattarms.

Ray Wise: I feel that those who are likely to meke extraordinary
intellsctusl contributions are those with insight and creativity. I
am not coavinced that those parapeters are effectively measured via
intelligence testing.

Editor's comment: I hope that my Mege Test does tap insight and
creativity at least to some extent.
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